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Chapter 7-4
Simple Past Tense — #Lif 2 [
Additional Notes

Simple Past Tense: Structure

Positive Sentences
Structure: Subject + Past Tense [ i 2 ;% | Verb

Examples:
e lvisited London.
e She arrived yesterday.
¢ They watched a movie.
¢ He went home.
¢ We saw the new teacher.

Negative Sentences
Structure: Subject + did not (didn't) + Base Verb (##=g & !)

Examples:
e | didn't visit London.
e Shedidn't arrive yesterday.
e They didn't watch a movie.
e Hedidn't go home.
e We didn't see the teacher.

Notice:
She didn't go. They didn't see the movie.
X She didn't went. X They didn't saw the movie.

Question Sentences
Structure: Did + Subject + Base Verb + ?

Examples:
e Did you visit London?
e Did she arrive yesterday?
e Did they watch the movie?
e Did he go home?
e Did you see the teacher?

Notice:
Did she go? X Did she went?
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Did you see it?
Common Mistakes

Incorrect:

X she didn't went to school.

Correct:
She didn't go to school.

Incorrect:

X Did you saw the movie?
Correct:

Did you see the movie?

Simple Past Tense: Adverbs of Time

X Did you saw it?

Incorrect:

X He didn't ate breakfast.
Correct:

He didn't eat breakfast.

Incorrect:

X Did they finished the project?
Correct:

Did they finish the project?

The Simple Past Tense is usually used with a finished time in the past [ i§ < = = =

(3 78 ) enpe I gt ]

Common Adverbs of Time
e yesterday
e yesterday morning
e last night [ ff 5t |
o lastweek [ | ¥ ]
e lastmonth [ ' 7 |
e lastyear|Z & |

e twodaysago | * |

e three weeks ago
e an hourago

e in 2020

e on Monday

Sentences:

| finished my homework yesterday.
They played football last week.

He called me an hour ago.

They visited Beijing in 2020.

| saw my teacher on Monday.

Position of Adverbs of Time

Most adverbs of time come at the end of the sentence.
Structure: Subject + Past Tense Verb + Adverb of Time



Examples:
e | finished my homework yesterday.
e She arrived last night.
e They moved here two years ago.
e We visited Beijing in 2020.
¢ He called me this morning.

o yesterday = the day before today

e ago = a period of time before now

e last = the previous week/month/year/night, etc.
e in+year = aspecificyear | & 4 7 & i |

e on+day=aspecificday | & B3 p + |

Examples:
e She moved here last year.
o We visited Japan in 2020.
¢ |saw him two days ago.
e They arrived on Monday.

Past Simple vs Present Perfect

| visited Japan last year.
X I have visited Japan last year.

She arrived yesterday.
X She has arrived yesterday.

Rule: If a sentence contains a specific finished time (yesterday, last week, in 2020,
two days ago, etc.), use the Past Simple Tense, not the Present Perfect Tense.
2or IR T A TEIHT Y ¢ SRR | PEFFH (54 yesterday - last
week ~ in 2020 ~ twodaysago % ) » & * PastSimple Tense » m % ¥_Present
Perfect Tense °



